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NYSUT's Representative Assembly 
(RA) is scheduled for April 1-2, 2022, in 
Albany, NY. The RA is NYSUT's annual 
convention where members participate in 
developing NYSUT's policy for the    
upcoming year. Elected delegates debate 
and vote on proposed amendments to the 
NYSUT Constitution and Bylaws,     
proposed resolutions, and other business 
brought before the Assembly. Carole 
Gehrig, Howard  LaFave and I are RC 
8's elected delegates. We will all be    
attending the RA.  

This year, the RC 8 Steering      
Committee voted to support five         
resolutions that will be presented for  
approval at the RA. These resolutions 
deal with important, topical issues. We 
are fortunate to be a part of this         
democratic policymaking process having 
input on issues that make a difference.  
These are the resolutions that we are  
supporting: 

• NYSUT Members Benefits establish 

Web Site Address 
retireecouncil8.org 

procedures for adjuncts who leave   
service to be eligible for NYSUT 
Member Benefits. 

• NYSUT should consider providing  
locals with expert advice concerning 
health insurance. 

• NYSUT members shall be able to join 
the National Education Associa-
tion  (NEA) as pre-retired life       
members.  

• NYSUT will support legislation and 
programs that seek to assist patients 
and educate the public about Sickle 
Cell Disease. 

• NYSUT's RA strongly recommends 
that the NYSTRS divest from fossil 
fuel stocks in a fiduciarily responsible 
manner.  

As delegates, we look forward to  
attending this year's in-person RA after 
the past two years of virtual conventions. 
It's always exciting to interact with     
fellow colleagues at this annual event.  

The RC 8 Political Action Subcommittee met in September to discuss what program 
or programs our Council might support in 2021-2022.  The committee                     
recommendation was to learn more about the Rome City School District Community 
Schools Program and to decide if it was a program we would be willing to           
promote.  Melissa Roys, Executive Director of Connected Community Schools,   
attended our meeting in December to give us an overview of the program.  The 
steering committee representatives were impressed with Melissa’s presentation and 
gave our subcommittee the green light to develop a list of ways the steering        
committee could promote the expansion of the program throughout the RC 8 three-
county region.  Our group was pleasantly surprised to learn in January that          
NYSUT’s Future Forward initiative highlights Connected Community Schools as an 
important priority in its effort to address inequities in public education. Go to      

connectedschools.org to learn more about the program.  
Submitted by Ken Drake, VVS Retiree 

 

Community Schools Get RC 8 Endorsement 

How do you know when you’re on an official government website?   
Official websites use .gov 
 
A .gov website belongs to an official government organization in the United States. 
Secure .gov websites use HTTPS.  A picture of a lock or https:// means  you’ve  
safely connected to a government website.  Share sensitive information only on    
official, secure websites.   
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    The Social Security Administration will never threaten, scare, or pressure you to take an immediate action. If you 
receive a call, text, or email that…   

• Threatens to suspend your Social Security number, even if they have part or all of your Social Security number  

• Warns of arrest or legal action 

• Demands or requests immediate payment 

• Requires payment by gift card, prepaid debit card, internet currency, or by mailing cash 

• Pressures you for personal information 

• Requests secrecy 

• Threatens to seize your bank account 

• Promises to increase your Social Security benefit 

• Tries to gain your trust by providing fake "documentation," false "evidence," or the name of a real government 
official—it’s a scam. 

Do not give scammers personal information or money—ignore them.   

Protect yourself and others from Social Security-related scams: 

• Try to stay calm. Do not provide anyone with money or personal information when you feel pressured, threatened, 
or scared. 

• Hang up or ignore it. If you receive a suspicious call, text, or email, hang up or do not respond. Government     
employees will not threaten you, demand immediate payment, or try to gain your trust by sending you pictures or  
documents. 
 
Report Social Security-related scams. If you receive a suspicious call, text, or email that mentions Social Security, 
ignore it and report it to the SSA Office of the Inspector General (OIG). Do not be embarrassed if you shared         
personal information or suffered a financial loss. 
 
Get up-to-date information. Follow SSA OIG on Twitter @TheSSAOIG and Facebook @SSA Office of the Inspector 
General for the latest information on Social Security-related scams. Visit the Federal Trade Commission for           
information on other government scams. 
 
Spread the word. Share your knowledge of Social Security-related scams. Post on social media using the hashtag 
#SlamtheScam to share your experience and warn others. Visit oig.ssa.gov/scam for more information. Please also 
share with your friends and family. 
Source:  Social Security Administration online, 12/4/21 

There are numerous groups throughout the country that have decided to take their cause to the local level. Many 
are targeting school board elections as a means to achieve their goals. Many are using Critical Race Theory as a cause 
celeb even though it is not in any curriculum. In Texas, State Representative Matt Krause has questioned the         
availability of 850 library books. (In Texas, A Battle Over What Can be Taught and What Books Can be Read; nytimes.com, 
12/10/21).   

Reclaim New York is an organization that trains local citizens to watch their government closely, and school 
board meetings have become a major focus. This group says that teachers control school boards, that teachers select 
and elect school board candidates; that school boards ratify contracts and set policy and that it is time for a change.      
NYSUT has been recruiting people to run for school boards and in-service members need more educators on school 
boards. If you are interested in backing a candidate, contact Ian Phillips, NYSUT Political Organizer for the region, at 
Ian.Phillips@nysut.org. Be aware, too, that this group was also part of the effort to stop the new hospital in Utica.  
Submitted by Ed Blake, Editor; Vote-Cope newsletter; January 2022; Whitesboro retiree  

 

Protect Yourself 

School Board Elections  

 
If your address changes, please contact Anne Marie Voutsinas, NYSUT Retiree  Services Consultant, at  

315-431-4040, Ext 40, or at AnneMarie.Voutsinas@nysutmail.org with the following information: 
Your Name 

Old Address, New Address  
District you retired from 

https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29pZy5zc2EuZ292Lz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249b2lnLXNjYW0tMjImdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9b2lnLWhvbXBhZ2UtMDAxJnV0bV
https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3R3aXR0ZXIuY29tL1RoZVNTQU9JRy8_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPW9pZy1zY2FtLTIyJnV0bV9jb250ZW50PXR3aXR0ZXItYm
https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vb2lnc3NhLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249b2lnLXNjYW0tMjImdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZmFjZWJvb2
https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWNlYm9vay5jb20vb2lnc3NhLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249b2lnLXNjYW0tMjImdXRtX2NvbnRlbnQ9ZmFjZWJvb2
https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jb25zdW1lci5mdGMuZ292L2ZlYXR1cmVzL3NjYW0tYWxlcnRzLz91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249b2lnLXNjYW0tMjImdX
https://links.ssa.gov/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTEyMDQuNDk3ODc5ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL29pZy5zc2EuZ292L3NjYW0vP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1vaWctc2NhbS0yMiZ1dG1fY29udGVudD1vaWctc2NhbS1wYWdlJn
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Spring Brunch, Thursday, May 19, 2022 

2021-2022 Participation Fee 

IMPORTANT:  Retirees from Adirondack, Canastota, Central Square, Clinton, Holland Patent, Oneida, Oneida/
Herkimer/Madison BOCES, New Hartford, Oriskany, Pulaski, Remsen, Sauquoit Valley, Stockbridge Valley, Utica, 
VVS, Waterville, Westmoreland, and Whitesboro do not have to send $5, since the Participation Fee is contributed 
via retiree dues by your chapter. Rome Retirees may add the Participation Fee to their RTA local dues.  
ATTENTION ALL OTHER RETIREES NOT BELONGING TO THE ABOVE-MENTIONED LOCALS; 
please fill out the form below. 
 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address:  ____________________________________City/State/Zip_________________________________ 
 
Retiree School District:  _______________________________Phone______________________________________ 
 
E-mail address:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND A $5 CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO “RETIREE COUNCIL 8” 
AND MAIL TO:  Wanona E. Carey, RC 8 Treasurer, 8623 Turin Road, Rome, NY 13440-7523. 

HART’S HILL INN 
135 Clinton Street, Whitesboro 

 
Cost $20 (Tax and Tip included) 

2020 and 2021 Retirees—FREE; NO CHARGE! 
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS FILL OUT THE FORM 

BELOW AND MAIL AS DIRECTED. 
 
 

MENU 
Fresh Fruit 

Scrambled Eggs and Breakfast Sausage 
Belgian Waffles with Strawberries and Cream 
Chicken Francaise and Home Fried Potatoes 

Bagels with Cream Cheese 
Orange Juice, Coffee, Tea 

Dessert  
 

Cash Bar will be Available 
 
 

RESERVATION FORM 
Please send this form and your check for $20 made payable to Retiree Council 8, to the following address:  RC 8 
Brunch, NYSUT, c/o RC 8, 7 Ellinwood Court, New Hartford, NY 13413.  Your check must be received by 
Thursday, May 11, 2022.  Late reservations can no longer be accepted. 
 
Name__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
District Retired From_____________________________________ Year of Retirement ________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail_________________________________________________Phone___________________________ 

AGENDA 
 

11:00 a.m. Registration 
 
11:30  Welcome—Jan Corn, RC 8 President 
  Presentation of Mike Corn Award 
  Information on Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
   
12:00 noon Lunch         
 
 1:00 p.m. Speaker:   Ron Gross 
        NYSUT Vice President 
 
  Topic:       NYSUT and Retiree  
         Services Update 
 
  1:30  Closing 
 

Special luncheon collection will be donated to  
Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

shpbeds.org 




